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2 Kings 2:1 And it came about when the LORD was about to take up Elijah by a whirlwind to heaven, that Elijah went with
Elisha from Gilgal.

KJV 2 Kings 2:1 And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that
Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.

BGT 2 Kings 2:1 kax yveto vT VvyelvKpiovTv HAOU v oucoeioy GegTVvopavVvkx Ttope Bn HAlou Ko
EMcaie K ToAyohwv

LXE 2 Kings 2:1 And it came to pass, when the Lord was going to take Eliu with a whirlwind as it were into
heaven, that Eliu and Elisaie went out of Galgala.
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NET 2 Kings 2:1 Just before the LORD took Elijah up to heaven in a windstorm, Elijah and Elisha were
traveling from Gilgal.

CSB 2 Kings 2:1 The time had come for the LORD to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elijah and
Elisha were traveling from Gilgal,

ESV 2 Kings 2:1 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha
were on their way from Gilgal.

NIV 2 Kings 2:1 When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were
on their way from Gilgal.

NLT 2 Kings 2:1 When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were
traveling from Gilgal.

= take up: Ge 5:24 1Ki 19:4 Lu 9:51 Ac 1:9 Heb 11:5 Rev 11:12
« by a whirlwind: 1Ki 18:12 19:11 Job 38:1

= Elisha: 1Ki 19:16-21

« Gilgal: Jos 4:19 5:9
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And it came about when the LORD was about to take up Elijah by a whirlwind(sa'ar; Lxx - susseismos - commotion of air - 1Ki
19:11, Jer 23:19) to heaven - This gives us the time and circumstance context preparing us for this grand sovereign act of Yahweh.
Elijah's ministry would soon experience termination by translation! Note that it is the whirlwind which impels Elijah to heaven, not
the chariots of fire. 1Ki 2:11 affirms this by stating it was the chariots and horses of fire that separated Elijah and Elisha, but it was
the whirlwind that actually took Elijah up to heaven. This is interesting as many commentaries and devotions make the assumption
the chariots of fire took Elisha to heaven. The chariots were part of the scene but were not the mode of transportation!

Remember that it was not Elijah who choose Elisha but it was Yahweh as we saw in 1 Kings 19:16 where God told Elijah "Jehu the
son of Nimshi you shall anoint king over Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your
place."

That Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal - Note that this is not the Gilgal located in the Jordan Valley. Why do | say that? Notice
the next verse says "went down to Bethel." Gilgal in the Jordan Valley is about 825 feet below sea level, near Jericho. Bethel is
about 2900 feet above sea level. It follows that they were at another Gilgal located in the mountainous area explaining why it says
they "went down to Bethel." See map above for possible location of the more elevated city of Gilgal. In this possible location, note it
is not far from Bethel.

Rod Mattoon notes that Elisha "was to depart from Gilgal to go to Bethel and several other places as we will see. The journey would
cover about 30 miles. That is a lot of ground to cover in one day so he would be busy and probably left very early in the morning.
The fact they would be moving downward would help immensely. There are several places in the Bible referred to as Gilgal. The
most famous is the Gilgal near the Jericho where the nation of Israel set up camp after they crossed the Jordan River into the
Promised Land. That Gilgal is in a low region of Israel. It is about 850 feet above sea level. This is not the Gilgal being referred to


https://www.preceptaustin.org/files/images/2kingsmap.jpg
https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/map-12-01/

here. Verse two states they went down to Bethel, not up. This Gilgal in this chapter was located in a high region near Mount Ebal
and Mount Gerizim (Deuteronomy 11:29-30). It was about eight miles north of the town of Bethel and is approximately 2800 feet
above sea level. A school for training prophets of God was located at this Gilgal. (Treasures from Kings)

MacArthur adds that "Although some take this to be the Gilgal located W of the Jordan River near Jericho (cf. Jos 4:19; 5:9), the
close affinity to Bethel (v. 2) and its distance from Jericho (v. 4) seem to indicate that the Gilgal mentioned here was located in the
hill country of Ephraim about 7 mi. N of Bethel. (See MacArthur Study Bible)

Wiersbe: Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho, and the Jordan River were important places in Hebrew history, each of them carrying a significant
message. Before he left the land and went to heaven, Elijah wanted to visit these sites one last time and take Elisha with him. Our
eternal God doesn’t reside in special places, but we who are creatures of time and history need these visible reminders to help us
remember and better understand what God has done for his people. The past is not an anchor to hold us back but a rudder to guide
us, and the Lord can use these “tangible memories” to strengthen our faith. (Bible Exposition Commentary)

Bob Utley - We must distinguish between translation — Enoch and Elijah; resuscitation, brought back to physical life but must die
again and resurrection, a new body prepared for eternity (only Jesus, so far) (SeeWHERE ARE THE DEAD?; THE HEAVENS
AND THE THIRD HEAVEN) "by a whirlwind" In Isaiah 66:15 both the chariot of God and the whirlwind are YHWH's servants in
judgment, but here, for blessing. This same dualism is connected to the whirlwind.

1. for judgment — Ps. 107:25: Isa. 29:6; 40:24; 41:16; Jer. 23:19; 30:23; Ezek. 13:11,13; in Job 1:19 it is called "a great wind," in
Jonah 1:4 called "a great wind. . .a great storm"

2. a symbol of YHWH's presence — Job 38:1; 40:6; Ps. 48:8; Ezek. 1:4; in Zech. 9:14 as "strong winds from the south"; in 1 Kgs.
19:11 it is called "a great and strong wind"

Peter Pett: The events that will follow, in which YHWH’s power through his prophet Elisha is remarkably revealed, were crucial to
the maintenance of faith in YHWH at a time of gross apostasy. Just as YHWH through Moses had boosted the faith of Israel at the
Exodus with specific miracles, and just as Jesus Himself would evidence His Messiahship by even greater miracles (Matthew 11:2-
6), followed by miracles which accredited His Apostles (Mark 16:17-18; Acts 4:29-30; Acts 5:12; Hebrews 2:3-4) so now in these
perilous times for Yahwism (the worship of YHWH, the God of Israel), God encouraged the faithful by miracles, some of which were
remarkably similar, although lesser in extent, to those of Jesus. To call them pointless, as some have done, is to ignore the
privations and dangers facing the ‘sons of the prophets’ and all true Yahwists, dangers under which the very core of the faithful in
Israel were living. Under such circumstances they needed their faith boosted in special ways.

Charles Cowman - 2 KINGS 2:1

The length of our life in this world is in the hands of God. We have no independent lease of life, so that we may decide of our own
accord that we will remain for a year, or ten, or twenty years on earth. We have only a lease at the will of God.

Elijah went when God called him. The record does not say that when Elijah saw that his work was done, he decided that it was time
for him to go to Heaven; there is nothing of the kind. It is simply written, “when the Lord would take Elijah up to Heaven.”

Our lives are just as certainly at the disposal to God as was Elijah’s, and we have no power that Elijah did not have to stay the hand
of God when He would call us away.

James Smith - ELISHA; OR, EQUIPPED FOR SERVICE 2 KINGS 2:1-15

“Only work that is for God alone

Hath an increasing guerdon of delight;

A guerdon unaffected by the sight

Of great success, nor by its loss o’erthrown.”
—Havergal.

While at the plough “Elijah cast his mantle upon him” (1 Kings 19:19). Having been overshadowed with the prophetic mantle, is the
sure evidence of being “Called of God.” Elisha did not preach as a candidate. The “Call” of God is always accompanied with the
needed fitness (see Lev. 8. vv. 1, 6, 13, 24, 30; Isa. 6). Let us look at Elisha as a type of the faithful servant of Christ. He—

I. Follows his Master’s Footsteps. “As thy soul liveth, | will not leave thee” (vv. 2-6). He followed his master from Bethel—the House
of God—to Jordan, the place of Death and Separation. Personal devotion ought to keep us walking closely with the Master (Ruth
1:16). Peter followed afar off, and we know the consequence.
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II. Shares his Master’s Victory. “The waters were divided, and they two went over on dry ground” (v. 8). As with Elijah, so with Christ,
the dark waters of death (Jordan) rolled between him and his ascension into Heaven, but he went through them. We, His followers,
now share His victory (Rom. 6:4; Gal. 2:20; 1 Cor. 15:55-57).

Ill. Seeks his Master’s Spirit. “Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me” (v. 9). He loved to be with his master, now he seeks to
be like him. This is always the outcome of knowing Jesus—the desire to be made conformable (Phil. 3:10). Every Christian has the
common portion of the spirit (Rom. 8:9). How few seem to have the double portion (Acts 19:2; 1 John 2:27). Covet earnestly the
best gifts.

IV. Witnesses his Master’s Glory. “Behold there appeared a chariot of fire, and Elijah went up into Heaven. And-Elisha saw it” (vv. 11,
12). Having followed Christ unto death and burial by faith, we become eye-witnesses of His Resurrection Glory (Rom. 6:11; 2 Peter
1:16, 17). Elisha must follow his master over Jordan to see him taken up. Before Christ lives in us we die with Him (Gal. 2:20). It was
such a sight as made him rend his own clothes in pieces (Gen. 37:29).

V. Receives his Master’s Gifts. “He took up the mantle of Elijah that fell from him” (v. 13). The mantle falling from the ascending
master seems emblematic of the Holy Spirit's coming after Jesus was glorified. This holy mantle may be accepted or left-unused. To
Elisha it was the token of his receiving a double portion of his master’s spirit. Without this gift we can never, as we ought, beseech
men in Christ’s stead (2 Cor. 5:20).

VI. Overcomes in his Master's Name. “He took the mantle and smote the waters, and they parted hither and thither” (v. 14). He
overcame by the gift from above. In the name of our Risen Lord, and with the anointing from above, great and mighty things are to
be done (Eph. 3:20). See what Peter accomplished after the mantle of power fell upon him (Acts 2:14).

VII. Manifests his Master’s Likeness. “When the sons of the prophets saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha” (v.
15). He did his master’s works, and so reflected his master’s image. Does our life and testimony call forth such a confession (Acts
4:13). Let us rend our own clothes (self-will) in pieces and take up the mantle (Spirit) of our glorified Lord and Master, that we may
show forth the power of His resurrection by doing His works (John 14:12—13).

J R Miller - " 2 Kings 2:1

When a godly man leaves the world—he does not cease to live. The Lord took Elijah to live in another country, a heavenly one. We
are able actually to verify this statement. We have but to turn over to the Gospels to see him again, nearly nine hundred years later,
alive, and active still in God's work. "Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus." Matthew 17:3

It is just as true of the Christians who die in our homes—as it was of this old prophet, that the Lord takes them up into heaven, and
that they live on in blessedness forever.

One cold autumn day | saw an empty bird's-nest on a tree. It looked desolate and forsaken. But | knew the birds that once were
there were living yet, living now in the warm South, beyond the reach of winter's storms, and singing there then sweet songs. There
is an empty love nest in many a home, in many a heart—but we know that the dear Christian who is gone—is living with God in
heaven. There is comfort in this.

There is a suggestion in the way God took Elijah from earth. It was "in a whirlwind." A whirlwind suggests terror. But this wild storm
was God's chariot, and it took the prophet up into heaven. Death always seems terrible to nature. Sometimes it comes in form of
great terror. But however it may come, it takes God's child home to glory!

2 Kings 2:1-15 - Croft Pentz

God worked in various ways through Elijah. Because Elijah was open to God, he was used by God. Elisha would need God'’s power
to continue God’s work. Elijah was like an evangelist while Elisha was like a pastor. Elisha worked for fourteen years with Elijah.

1.  POWER REVEALED—wv. 1-8
2. POWER REQUESTED—wv. 9-11
3. POWER RECEIVED—wv. 12-15

God gives power to men to do His work. He never gives power to man so that it may be used for selfish reasons. Jesus said that we
could do greater works—Matthew 12:28; John 14:12. Allow God to work through you.

Requirements for Service By Dr. Denis Lyle

Scripture: 2 Kings 2:1-18, especially verse 14 He took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him and struck the
waters and said, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” And when he also had struck the waters, they were



divided here and there; and Elisha crossed over (NASB).

Introduction: Our text for today brings up a very relevant question: what are the requirements for serving the Lord? Elijah was ready
to be with the Lord, having reached maturity, while Elisha was just blossoming out. Three requirements for service shine through for
us in our passage:

1. The Recognition of Elijah’s God. Notice Elisha’s words, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” (v. 14). This is not a cry of
despair or unbelief. It is the cry of dependence, which rises from the depths of Elisha’s soul. Right at the beginning of his public
ministry, Elisha calls on the name of the Lord for he was so conscious of his own unfitness for the task that God had called him to
do. Elijah had been translated to a higher sphere of service, but the God of Elijah had not left the world. Elisha’s task depended not
on the reputation of Elijah, but on the resources of the living God! Elisha recognized that the God of Elijah was His God also.

2. The Reception of Elijah’s Spirit. The only possession Elijah left behind was his mantle. The mantle is more than a piece of
clothing. It's part of the very personality of the prophet. Elijah’s mantle has spiritual significance. It was the symbol of spiritual power
(v. 15) and reminds us of the Holy Spirit. (see John 15:26, 27; Acts 1:8). Elisha proved himself through:

A. The Test of Loyalty. What was the purpose of this long walk that took them from Gilgal to Jordan via Bethel and Jericho (vv.
2-6)? Why did Elijah say three times to Elisha, “Stay here please” (vv. 2, 4, 6)? Did he want privacy? Did he wish to spare Elisha the
pain of parting? Possibly, but more probably it was to test Elisha’s resolve, loyalty, and fidelity. God entrusts His Spirit to those who
give their lives to Jesus. Are you loyal to go wherever He leads?

B. The Test of Loneliness. | wonder was there a little hint of jealousy from the other prophets, “Do you know the LORD will take
away your master from over you today?” (v. 3). Perhaps they were implying that Elisha’s greatness would be shrunk when he no
longer lived under Elijah’s shadow. Elisha surely felt alone. Ministry can be a lonely place, filled with opposition, criticism, and pain.
Despite all of this, we must be committed to receive and obey the Spirit.

C. The Test of Love. In verse 9, it sounds as if Elijah was giving his associate a blank check. What would Elisha write in the box?
What was his heart really set upon? What did he desire above all? When Elisha asked for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit, he was
asking that he might be equipped to fully represent his ascended master. He did not want to be a sensation, he wanted to be a
servant. Would you pass this test? What is your heart really set upon? What would you write in the box? Do you long to have
spiritual power in your ministry?

3. The Revelation of Elijah’s Power. Following the example of Elijah, Elisha turned to the Jordan and struck its waters with the
mantle. In his hand it became an instrument of power. Would anyone question our need for the power of the Holy Spirit today? Our
lives are often barren, many churches dead, our service often ineffective; we desperately need the power of the Holy Spirit. We
need His Spirit in our personal walk as we grow closer to the Savior. We need Him in our public service as we preach the gospel and
serve others for His sake.

Conclusion: So, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah” (v. 14)? Elijah was gone, but his God is still here. Elisha realized this and
we must as well! Are you available to God? Will you allow Him to take you, cleanse you, fill you, and use you to His glory?

2 Kings 2:2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here please, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the
LORD lives and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel.

KJV 2 Kings 2:2 And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, | pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Bethel. And
Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, | will not leave thee. So they went down to
Bethel.

BGT 2 Kings 2:2 ka € mev HAlou Tip ¢ EAicaie k Bou & vra Ba TI K pI0og 1T OTOAK v e wG BauBnA ko € mrev
ENcoie ¢ k plog kax {  Wwux 00U € KOTOAE yw 0 K& ABov € ¢ BauBnA

LXE 2 Kings 2:2 And Eliu said to Elisaie, Stay here, | pray thee; for God has sent me to Baethel. And Elisaie
said, As the Lord lives and thy soul lives, | will not leave thee; so they came to Baethel.

NET 2 Kings 2:2 Elijah told Elisha, "Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Bethel." But Elisha said, "As
certainly as the LORD lives and as you live, | will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel.

CSB 2 Kings 2:2 and Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; the LORD is sending me on to Bethel." But Elisha
replied, "As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, | will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel.

ESV 2 Kings 2:2 And Elijah said to Elisha, "Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel." But
Elisha said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel.



NIV 2 Kings 2:2 Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; the LORD has sent me to Bethel." But Elisha said, "As surely
as the LORD lives and as you live, | will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel.

NLT 2 Kings 2:2 And Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here, for the LORD has told me to go to Bethel." But Elisha
replied, "As surely as the LORD lives and you yourself live, | will never leave you!" So they went down together
to Bethel.

= Stay here please,: Ru 1:15,16 2Sa 15:19,20 Joh 6:67,68

= As the LORD lives, 2Ki 2:4,6 4:30 1Sa 1:26 17:55 25:26 Jer 4.2
« | will not: Ru 1:16-18 2Sa 15:21 1Jn 2:19

= Bethel: Ge 28:19 1Ki 12:29,33 13:1,2

YAHWEH SENDS ELIJAH
TO BETHEL

Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here please - Elijah tells Elisha to stay put in Gilgal. Why? The text does not say but one writer thinks it
was a test to determine how devoted Elisha was to Elijah. It is like saying "Here is your out if you want it!"

For (term of explanation) the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel - Yahweh's specific purpose for sending Elijah to Bethel see
map above) is not stated, but as we see the were other prophets there thus this may have been to encourage them.

Walton - Bethel. Bethel was the location of one of the calf shrines and was an important religious center. Its history included the
patriarchs (Gen 28), the conquest and settlement (Joshua 8; Judges 1), and Samuel (1 Sam 7), and, for at least a short time, it
housed the ark (Jdg 20:26-28)

But - Term of contrast. Elijah wants him to stay, but Elisha does not want to stay.

Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.”- Elisha is saying there is no way he would let
Elijah go with him going with him (cf Ruth's words to Naomi Ru 1:16-17+ even with an oath)! As the LORD livesis a classic oath
formula, signifying that Elisha will do what he says -- not leave! Elisha is resolved to stick like glue to Elijah. This is the first of
Elisha's threefold refusal to abandon Elijah and speaks of his loyalty.

AS THE LORD LIVES (VOW) - 35V - Jdg. 8:19; Ruth 3:13; 1 Sam. 14:39; 1 Sam. 14:45; 1 Sam. 19:6; 1 Sam.
20:3; 1 Sam. 20:21; 1 Sam. 25:26; 1 Sam. 26:10; 1 Sam. 26:16; 1 Sam. 28:10; 1 Sam. 29:6; 2 Sam. 4:9; 2
Sam. 12:5; 2 Sam. 14:11; 2 Sam. 15:21; 1 Ki. 1:29; 1 Ki. 2:24; 1 Ki. 22:14; 2 Ki. 2:2; 2 Ki. 2:4; 2 Ki. 2:6; 2 Ki.
4:30; 2 Ki. 5:16; 2 Ki. 5:20; 2 Chr. 18:13; Jer. 4:2; Jer. 5:2; Jer. 12:16; Jer. 16:14; Jer. 16:15; Jer. 23:7; Jer.
23:8; Jer. 38:16; Hos. 4:15. One writer (Cogan) prefers translating the phrase as "by the life of Yahweh" with
Yahweh understood as sanctioning the oath, thus asserting the truth of the words spoken, with punishment
meted out for any falsehood given.

Bob Utley - "As the Lord lives" This is a word play on the VERB "to be" (cf. Ex 3:14+) and the covenant name of God, YHWH
(Yahweh), which is a form of thisvERB. YHWH (Yahweh) is the only-living, ever-living God (ED: AND "EVER LOVING" GOD!).

So they went down to Bethel - As discussed in the previous passage, went down signifies they literally descended in elevation
from Gilgal. Elijah allows Elisha to remain with him.

Peter Pett draws an interesting conclusion that "The significance of the details of the journey should not be overlooked. They moved
from Bethel, to Jericho, to the Jordan, followed by the miraculous crossing of the Jordan, which was the precise reversal of what had
happened when Israel had first taken possession of Canaan under Joshua. In view of the parallel miracle at the Jordan this surely
cannot be coincidental. Elisha would then reverse the journey the opposite way round. It was an indication that YHWH was offering
Israel, through Elisha, a new beginning, something which increases the significance of what then happened at Bethel.

QUESTION - What is the significance of Bethel in the Bible? | GotQuestions.org

ANSWER - Two towns named Bethel appear in the Bible. The Bethel of lesser significance, a village in theNegev, is mentioned as
one of the places where David sent spoils to his friends, the elders of Judah (1 Samuel 30:26—27). Another Bethel, a city of
foremost importance in the Bible, was located about 11 miles north of Jerusalem near Ai. A major trading center, Bethel stood at a
crossroads, with its north-south road passing through the central hill country from Hebron in the south to Shechem in the north, and
its main east-west route leading from Jericho to the Mediterranean Sea. Only Jerusalem is mentioned more frequently than Bethel in
the Old Testament.
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The Hebrew name Bethel means “house of God” and refers to both the city and the site of a major sanctuary that was established
there for the northern kingdom of Israel. Bethel sat at the boundary between the tribes of Ephraim and Benjamin and eventually
delineated the border between the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah. Although Bethel was in the dry
hill country, several natural springs supplied water in abundance for its residents.

Bethel is first mentioned in the Bible in connection with Abram, who built an altar to God there: “From there [Abram] went on toward
the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and
called on the name of the LORD” (Genesis 12:8). After visiting Egypt, Abraham returned to Bethel and offered a sacrifice to God
(Genesis 13:3—4).

Originally named Luz (Genesis 28:19; Judges 1:23), the city was renamed Bethel byJacob after the patriarch experienced a

remarkable dream there. While traveling from Beersheba to Haran to escape his brother Esau, Jacob stopped for the night in Luz.
As he slept, he dreamed of a stairway or ladder that stretched up from earth to heaven. The angels of God were climbing up and
down the ladder as God stood at the top (Genesis 28:10-13). The Lord spoke and revealed Himself to Jacob as the God of his
fathers. When Jacob awoke, he declared, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of
heaven” (Genesis 28:17). Then Jacob set up a sacred pillar, named the place Bethel (verses 18—19), and consecrated the site as a
place to worship God (verse 21).

Many years later, Jacob returned to Bethel, built an altar to God there, and called the place El-Bethel, which means “God of Bethel.”
Bethel remained one of the main worship centers of Israel. The ark of the covenant was kept at Bethel for a time, and the people
often went there to seek God during times of trouble (Judges 20:18-28). The Bible says Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, was buried
under an oak tree near Bethel (Genesis 35:8), and the better-known Deborah, judge of Israel, held court at a site
between Ramah and Bethel (Judges 4:5). During the time of the divided kingdoms,King Jeroboam of Israel established two temples
for the northern kingdom, one at Bethel and the other at Dan. In these temples, he set up golden calves (1 Kings 12:26-33). God
often sent prophets to preach at Bethel (1 Kings 13:1-10). Many of these prophets pronounced judgment and condemnation on
Bethel as a center of idolatry (Amos 3:14; 5:5-6; Hosea 10:15).

On Elijah’s last day of ministry on earth,he and Elisha encountered a company of prophets at Bethel. These prophets confirmed
Elijah’s soon departure: “Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; the LORD has sent me to Bethel. But Elisha said, ‘As surely as the LORD
lives and as you live, | will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha
and asked, ‘Do you know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?’ ‘Yes, | know, Elisha replied, ‘so be quiet™ (2
Kings 2:2-3). Elisha refused to leave Elijah. He was fiercely committed to assuming the older prophet’'s mantle and did not want to
miss out on the opportunity.

After the northern kingdom of Israel fell to the Assyrians, Bethel remained a home for priests (2 Kings 17:28-41). In the seventh
century BC, the high places of Bethel were destroyed by King Josiah of Judah as part of his religious reforms (2 Kings 23:4, 13—19).
Eventually, by the time of Ezra, the city of Bethel had been burned down and reduced to a small village (Ezra 2:28). Bethel is not
referred to in the New Testament.

F B Meyer - Elisha, tarry here, | pray thee.

Thrice Elijah spoke thus to his friend and disciple, to test him. Perseverance, tenacity of purpose, a refusal to be content with
anything short of the best, are indispensable conditions for the attainment of the highest possibilities of experience and service. And
perpetually in our life’s discipline these words come back on us, Tarry here! Not that God desires us to tarry, but because He desires
each onward step to be the choice and act of our own will.

Tarry here in Consecration.— “You have given so much; is it not time that you refrained from further sacrifices? Ungird your loins, sit
down and rest, forbear from this strenuous following after. Spare thyself; this shall not come to thee.”

Tarry here in the Life of Prayer— “It is waste time to spend so much time at the footstool of God. You have done more than most,
desist from further intercession and supplication.”

Tarry here in the attainment of the likeness of Christ.— “It will cost you so much, if all that is not Christlike is to pass away from your
life.”

Such voice’s are perpetually speaking to us all. And if we heed them, we are at once shut out of that crossing the Jordan, that
rapturous intercourse with heaven, that reception of the double portion of the Spirit, which await those who have successfully stood
the test. The law of the Christian life is always Advance; always leaving that which is behind; always reckoning that you have not
attained; always following on to know the Lord, growing in grace and in the knowledge of the blessed Savior, and saying to the Spirit
of God, as Elisha to Elijah, | will not leave thee.
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Elisha was a spiritual pest. At least three times on the day of Elijah’s departure, the younger prophet rebuffed requests to let the
older prophet depart in solitude. Elijah was about to be “taken” by the Lord—though no one seemed sure exactly what that would
look like—and he told his protégé to stay behind. But Elisha insisted on following his master through Bethel, through Jericho, and
through the Jordan River. He would not be absent while God was doing something amazing.

God honors that kind of persistence, as pesky as it seems at the time. In fact, He strongly urges it. “Give the LORD no rest,” He
urged the praying watchmen of Jerusalem (Isaiah 62:7). “Keep on asking. . . . Keep on seeking. . . . Keep on knocking,” Jesus
commanded His disciples (Matthew 7:7). Jesus told parables of a noisy neighbor asking for bread at midnight (Luke 11:5-8) and a
widow relentlessly pestering a judge for justice (Luke 18:1-8), describing them as pictures of prayer. He responded to a blind man
who wouldn’t quit yelling at him (Luke 18:35-43) and to a woman who kept asking for a favor, even after He had spoken
discouraging words to her (Matthew 15:22-28). Both were rewarded with miracles. Apparently, God welcomes pests.

If you aren’t content with a casual relationship with God and pester Him for something more, you are honored in His Kingdom. Never
arrive at a place of saying, “Okay, that's enough. That's all of Him | need.” Pursue higher levels, deeper depths, more of the
Presence. You are promised that those who seek will find. And those who seek persistently will find more.

Lord, Elisha’s words to Elijah are my words to You. | will never leave You. | will always want more and will always keep asking.

2 Kings 2:3 Then the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that the
LORD will take away your master from over you today?” And he said, “Yes, | know; be still.”

KJV 2 Kings 2:3 And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said unto him,
Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, | know it; hold
ye your peace.

BGT 2 Kings 2:3 ko ABov 0 uo Tv mpopnTVv 0 Vv BaBnA mp ¢ EAlcOiE KX € TTOV TP G KTV €  yVWG TI
K PIOG O HEPOV AGUP VEI TV K pI V OOU TT VWOEV T G KEPOA G OOU KX € TIEV K Y  YVWKX CIWTT TE

LXE 2 Kings 2:3 And the sons of the prophets who were in Baethel came to Elisaie, and said to him, Dost
thou know, that the Lord this day is going to take thy lord away from thy head? And he said, Yea, | know it; be
silent.

NET 2 Kings 2:3 Some members of the prophetic guild in Bethel came out to Elisha and said, "Do you know
that today the LORD is going to take your master from you?" He answered, "Yes, | know. Be quiet."

CSB 2 Kings 2:3 Then the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came out to Elisha and said, "Do you
know that the LORD will take your master away from you today?" He said, "Yes, | know. Be quiet."

ESV 2 Kings 2:3 And the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, "Do
you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?" And he said, "Yes, | know it; keep
quiet."

NIV 2 Kings 2:3 The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, "Do you know that the
LORD is going to take your master from you today?" "Yes, | know," Elisha replied, "but do not speak of it."

NLT 2 Kings 2:3 The group of prophets from Bethel came to Elisha and asked him, "Did you know that the
LORD is going to take your master away from you today?" "Of course | know," Elisha answered. "But be quiet
about it."

= And the sons: 2Ki 2:5,7,15 4:1,38 9:1 1Sa 10:10-12 19:20 1Ki 18:4 20:35 Isa 8:18
= master: De 33:3 Ac 22:3

BETHEL PROPHETS PROPHESY
ELIJAH'S DEPARTURE

Then the sons of the prophets (n*x23a "2 - benei ha-neviim) who were at Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do
you know that the LORD will take away (lagach) your master from over you today?” - Apparently, knowing his departure was
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imminent Elijah planned to visit a group of prophets in three different locations, surely to encourage them to keep on keeping on, for
darker days were coming for Israel. These prophets prophesy the day of Elijah's departure but do not specify the manner by which
Yahweh would take him away (by death, by whirlwind). The same verb take away used of Elijah's departure (lagach - 2Ki 2:3, 5, 9,
10) was used to describe Enoch's translation, Moses recording "Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took (lagach)
him. " (Ge 5:24+) What a way to go!!!

SONS OF THE PROPHETS - 11X/10V - 1 Ki. 20:35; 2 Ki. 2:3; 2 Ki. 2:5; 2 Ki. 2:7; 2 Ki. 2:15; 2 Ki. 4:1; 2 Ki.
4:38; 2 Ki. 5:22; 2 Ki. 6:1; 2 Ki. 9:1; Acts 3:25. Note that 10 of the 11 occurrences of this phrase refer to
prophetic groups associated with Elisha. Sons of the prophets were more accurately understood as students,
disciples, or members of prophetic guilds or schools. They were not biological sons of prophets (necessarily),
but rather a community of prophetic apprentices or trainees, dedicated to following and learning the ways of
the prophetic tradition and likely living in communal settings at places like Bethel, Jericho, and Gilgal. Think of
them as kind of like seminary students or a prophetic order, much like a monastic or academic group. (See

School of prophets below)

Note that Bethel is the site of Jeroboam's abominable golden calf worship and yet we see that God has his men the sons of the
prophets) in this dark place as lights in a crooked and perverse generation.

And he said, “Yes, | know;be still (be quiet, silent).” - The prophets at Bethel did not surprise Elisha who had received the same
message about Elijah's imminent departure (and certainly is one reason he was not about to depart Elijah's side!) He is saying in
essence "Don't remind me. Don't add to my sorrow in speaking of it." Elisha did not want to talk about the departure.

Elisha’s dogged determination—in spite of Elijah’s repeated dismissals, peer discouragement, and long travel
—demonstrates his seriousness about his prophetic calling and his role as Elijah’s successor.

August Konkel: Elijah and Elisha had a particular calling and mission during a critical period of Israel’s history, when power of the
Baal cult was extended through the alliances of Israel and Judah and the intermarriage of the royal families. The supporters of these
two prophets in their struggle against the Baal cult were designated as “sons of the prophets.” Prophecy manifested itself in a
variety of forms in ancient Israel; its function was always to call for faithfulness to the covenant. Inspired prophecy was the means
God used to confront false teaching at the highest levels of power. Followers of Elijah who had not bowed before Baal were both
recipients of a revelation that the mantel would be transferred to another prophet and witnesses to the anointing of Elisha as the
prophet who would bring an end to the power of the house of Omri. (See 1 and 2 Kings - Page 385)

QUESTION - What was the school of prophets? | GotQuestions.org

ANSWER - The Old Testament mentions a school of prophets in 1 Samuel 19:18-24 and in 2 Kings 2 and 2 Ki 4:38-44 (some
translations say “company of prophets” or “sons of the prophets”). Also, the prophet Amos possibly mentions a prophetic school in
stating his credentials (or lack thereof) to Amaziah the priest: “I was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet” (Amos 7:14).

First Samuel 19 relates an account in which King Saul sends messengers to arrest David. When these men encountered a company
of prophets under Samuel’s leadership, the king’s men also prophesied. This happened three times. Saul himself then went, and he,
too, prophesied, leading people to ask, “Is Saul also among the prophets?” (1 Samuel 19:24), which became a saying in those days.

The “group of prophets” in 1 Samuel 19 was clearly comprised of students of the prophet Samuel. These students were
likely Levites who served in roles related to the tabernacle and ceremonial worship. The content of their “prophesies” is not specified.

Their messages could have been general teachings from God’s laws in the Books of Moses, or they could have included additional
revelation.

In 2 Kings 2 Elijah is traveling with Elisha, and a group of prophets from Bethel tells Elisha that Elijah would be taken from him that
day (2Ki 2:3). Another group of prophets at Jericho repeats the prophecy (2Ki 2:5), and a third group of prophets near the Jordan
River also delivers the same message (2Ki 2:7). This third group of 50 men may have been a subset of the group of prophets at
Jericho. After Elijah was taken up into heaven, Elisha reluctantly sends 50 of these prophets to search for Elijah for three days (2Ki
2:15-18).

In 2 Kings 4:38—41 Elisha is in Gilgal during a time of famine. Elisha miraculously changes an inedible stew into a comestible dish
for the group of prophets there. Chapter 4 ends with Elisha’s turning 20 loaves of bread into more than enough food for 100 people.
Nothing else is mentioned about this school of prophets, though it is clear they lived together in some kind of community and were
known as sons of the prophets who worshiped the Lord.

These groups of men were likely leaders among those 7,000 Israelites who had not bowed down to Baal, as God had told Elijah (1
Kings 19:18). There were at least three schools or communities of these prophets and possibly more, consisting of men who were
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devoted to God and served Him. They followed the teachings of Samuel, Elijah, and Elisha during the time of the prophets and were
known as their “students.”

2 Kings 2:4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD
lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho.

KJV 2 Kings 2:4 And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, | pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to
Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, | will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho.

BGT 2 Kings 2:4 ka € mev HAlou 1mp ¢ EAlooie Kk Bou & vTa B T1 K pioG 1 OTOAK v pE € G lepixw Ko € Trev
EMooue ¢ k plog kKo {  Wuy 00U € YKOTOAE Yw o€ K  ABov € ¢ lepixw

LXE 2 Kings 2:4 And Eliu said to Elisaie, Stay here, | pray thee; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho. And he
said, As the Lord lives and thy soul lives, | will not leave thee. And they came to Jericho.

NET 2 Kings 2:4 Elijah said to him, "Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho." But he replied,
"As certainly as the LORD lives and as you live, | will not leave you." So they went to Jericho.

CSB 2 Kings 2:4 Elijah said to him, "Elisha, stay here; the LORD is sending me to Jericho." But Elisha said,
"As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, | will not leave you." So they went to Jericho.

ESV 2 Kings 2:4 Elijah said to him, "Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho." But he
said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you." So they came to Jericho.

NIV 2 Kings 2:4 Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho." And he
replied, "As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, | will not leave you." So they went to Jericho.

NLT 2 Kings 2:4 Then Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here, for the LORD has told me to go to Jericho." But Elisha
replied again, "As surely as the LORD lives and you yourself live, | will never leave you." So they went on
together to Jericho.

= Jericho: Jos 6:26 1Ki 16:34 Lu 19:1
= As the Lord: 2Ki 2:2 4:30 Ac 2:42 11:23

THE LOYALTY
OF ELISHA

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho- Yahweh's specific purpose for sending
Elijah to Jericho is not stated, but as with Bethel there were other prophets in Jericho thus this very likely was to encourage them.

But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.”- For a second time Elisha vows (As the LORD
lives) he would not leave Elijah. Three times Elijah will command Elisha to stay and three times Elisha will say in essence "No way
will | stay." (2Ki 2:2, 4, 6). What was the purpose? We cannot be dogmatic, but one purpose may have been to test the loyalty of
Elisha because he clearly knew Elijah's departure was imminent. One writer says "Perhaps it was because he knew his time was
short and he didn't want to worry his friend." (Getz)

So they came to Jericho (See map above - all these cities, Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho are generally in the central area of the Northern
Kingdom) - The journey is about 18 miles and would have taken a full day. Surely they were speaking of Yahweh and ministry for His
Name and glory as Elijah was in essence "discipling" Elisha.

The journey from Bethel to Jericho would have taken Elijah and Elisha through hill country and then down into the Jordan Valley,
since Jericho is located in the lowest area on earth near the Jordan River. It's a descent in elevation of several thousand feet from
Bethel’s highlands (~3,000 ft above sea level) to Jericho (~800 ft below sea level). Given the downward slope walking would have
been easier.

2 Kings 2:5 The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho approached Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that the LORD
will take away your master from over you today?” And he answered, “Yes, | know; be still.”



KJV 2 Kings 2:5 And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him,
Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, | know it;
hold ye your peace.

BGT 2 Kings 2:5 k' yyloov 0 U0 TV TPopnNTVv 0 V lepixw mp G EANlcoie Kax e mov MP G &XTV € yvwg T
O PePOV AP VEI K PIOG T V K pI V OOU TT VWBOEV T G KEPOA G GOU KX € TIEV KX YE Y YVOV CIWTT TE

LXE 2 Kings 2:5 And the sons of the prophets who were in Jericho drew near to Elisaie, and said to him, Dost
thou know that the Lord is about to take away thy master to-day from thy head? And he said, Yea, | know it;
hold your peace.

NET 2 Kings 2:5 Some members of the prophetic guild in Jericho approached Elisha and said, "Do you know
that today the LORD is going to take your master from you?" He answered, "Yes, | know. Be quiet."

CSB 2 Kings 2:5 Then the sons of the prophets who were in Jericho came up to Elisha and said, "Do you
know that the LORD will take your master away from you today?" He said, "Yes, | know. Be quiet."

ESV 2 Kings 2:5 The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, "Do you
know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?" And he answered, "Yes, | know it; keep
quiet."

NIV 2 Kings 2:5 The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, "Do you know that
the LORD is going to take your master from you today?" "Yes, | know," he replied, "but do not speak of it."

NLT 2 Kings 2:5 Then the group of prophets from Jericho came to Elisha and asked him, "Did you know that
the LORD is going to take your master away from you today?" "Of course | know," Elisha answered. "But be
quiet about it."

= sons of the prophets, ver. 2Ki 2:3 Jos 1:1,2 Lu 24:51 Joh 17:5-7 Ac 1:2,11 26:25
= | know it: Ge 48:19 Ec 3:7 Isa 41:1 Hab 2:20

JERICHO PROPHETS PREDICT
ELIJAH'S IMMINENT DEPARTURE

The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho approached Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that the LORD will take
away your master from over you today?” - These prophets give an identical prophesy as did the prophets in Bethel. This is a
second witness (so to speak) which would authenticate this prophecy. But for a second time Elisha states he knows the prophecy
which would in effect validate him as a legitimate prophet.

And he answered, “Yes, | know;be still.”(be quiet) - Elisha's patience may have been wearing thin by this time.

Warren Wiersbe on sons of the prophets - At Bethel, Jericho, and Gilgal, the two men visited the “sons of the prophets” (2Ki 2:5,
7,15; 4:1, 38—40; 6:1, 7; 9:1; see 1 Kings 20:35), companies of dedicated men who were called of God to study the Scriptures and
teach the people. Samuel led one of these “schools” at Ramah (1 Sam. 7:17; 28:3; see 1Sa 10:5, 10; 19:20-23). These groups
would be similar to the mentoring groups in our churches, or even like our Bible schools and colleges. The work of the Lord is
always one generation short of extinction and we must be faithful to obey 2 Timothy 2:2+—"And the things that you have heard from
me among many wit